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55 2
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® &

£ E 2B zoft | . -

» BE | BHE | BB | BHTF | KB g omE | 7 C
1999 255 199 2 61 84 602 278 880
2000 253 199 2 62 84 601 271 872
2001 255 196 2 59 84 597 267 864
2002 255 197 2 55 84 594 262 856
2003 255 198 2 53 83 592 257 849
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Some Observations & Experience from an International Academic
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Associate Professor Timothy Bolt / Faculty of Economics

Arriving at the Faculty of Economics within the University of Saitama has provided a
great opportunity both to teach and to learn from the variety of students here. This has
certainly led to new and different relationships with the undergraduate and MSc
students from those with my previous teaching and supervising research in the UK.

The technical and factual content of courses can be quite similar, whether teaching
home students or foreign students and whether teaching in my own country or overseas.
The bigger difference and impact is in discussion of policy decisions where issues of
judgement and priorities are more important. In teaching Economics, the distinction
between ‘positive analysis’ and those areas of ‘normative analysis’ is vital. While
examining more factual analysis (positive statements) from Economic models and
available data is fairly consistent across nations and cultures, discussing policy decisions
and value judgments (normative statements) tends to more reflect cultural differences.
Having different backgrounds, study abroad experiences and cultural priorities among the
members of a class or my GTP Seminar has led to some of the most interesting debates
and discussions. | have found that my Japanese students may not be as quick to state
their opinions, but then offer well thought through discussion supported with good
arguments.

The various national knowledge, experience and perspectives of classes mixing home
and foreign students has been particularly interesting in course related International
Trade. They provide their perspectives and also access to case studies and the
experiences of different nations. Properly studying economic issues requires data, analysis
and judgment. Getting a variety of perspectives is important in all of these.

With the mix of teaching home students and international students across the various
programmes, it is the supervision of dissertations in which an instructor can often have
the most rewarding relationship with the student. In particular, when seeing the
improved understanding of their research topic and the new knowledge generated. Our
students here have much flexibility in selecting their topics and | find their research
questions to the best opportunity to see students develop and for me to learn from
them as well as guide them.

Ultimately, as a foreign instructor, the experience with our Saitama University Faculty
of Economics home and foreign students has provided more various debates and
discussion and provided new insights for me. It has also challenged me to change the
style of teaching to be clearer and ensure my logic is valid. It has also provided the
freedom to discuss issue outwith normal Japanese social constraints, since as a foreign
academic | can be a little outside normal social expectations and we can discuss issues
without assuming prior common experiences.

Having come to the Faculty of Economics at Saitama University, | have found a variety
of dynamic and innovative teaching opportunities with both home students and
international students. Whether the deeper discussions in Seminars and advanced
courses or the broad lectures for Introductory courses, it has been and continues to be a
great environment for teaching and learning with a variety of students.
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MR 8 —ICRB) & o7z BB RENTE B EEERIE 2015 (PR 27) 4 3 T %
Ihiz,
(5) HHFIHIEZ DT

W EEBHIEN T EAORERE, KA Z AF 2, 7057 F VRBRTF R ED
MR T T FICET BH9E120E53 L7ze F 720 L (6) 13 B0 (2008 (GF-R% 20) ~ 2009
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HIEIC RS 298217 > T b0 O], BIFIZEFERIR (2012 (PR 24) ~ 2013 (P 25)
AERE) BT ZERE R (2014 (GFRK26) -2015 (SFERE 27) 4ERE) . KIE6FE & (2016 (R 28) ~
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13 EIEAE & 325 S 7z, 2006 CFRK 18) 4F 10 A 12 I3E RS R R LA F 051
Pz (- de#dz) & LTHEIE L. 2016 (PR 28) 4F 4 A1 CREAGIT L& o~ & —~Hf)
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FHOHEIZT78% TH )\ I0FEFNIHRTR R LTz,

&2 2008 (T 20) F4 ARRCOERER. AZEES
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% (Y A 7 & LFR BEREA R AR, B 1 sk A 218 (%)
FRCHEM) . AO AR (FH Y A7 2 THF) 5440 Kbty 270 56.7
GRIAFERNI 4652 TH o720 TDFEDL T4 ETE S 76 16.0
DEEIZ. 80% TH o720 F 720 34U A AERIC B - BEE 37 7.8
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AW OIETERH 25 7% 2 B ITRERBHERH ] 2@ A2 L & ol

2016 (Frk28) FE

RAEEOBAIC X VEA SN THTRIEBEFRE | OB %,

CDEDKFEFEN, LHEIOR—IVIZ, MO T[6E—HEF | L) SEI LRSI N
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- -l am glad to be here with you in safe, even after the tragic disaster of great
quake. The tsunami made me realize that human ability has not yet reached the
confrontation with natural phenomena, and regarding the nuclear power plant
accident, I wonder whether we engineers might have been conceited. Nonetheless, if
we look back on the history of human beings, we have always followed the lessons
learned from disastrous accidents, and we have to overcome this tragedy as well.- - -
| do hope you to contact us and to work together for the sustainable development
of human society.
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