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President’s Address at the 2025 Saitama University Entrance Ceremony

Congratulations on your matriculation, everyone. Today, 1,721 undergraduate students, 584 master’s program
students, and 53 doctoral students have enrolled at Saitama University. On behalf of the entire faculty and staff,
I extend our heartfelt welcome to each of you. I would also like to offer my sincerest congratulations to your
families and those who have nurtured and supported you with deep affection.

On this auspicious day, you may feel both the thrill of starting a new chapter in your lives and some
apprehension about entering an unfamiliar environment. I hope you will allow your sense of anticipation to
propel you forward while doing your best to alleviate any concerns, so that you can face your new life fully
prepared. In addition to the orientations provided by each faculty and graduate school, the university offers an
array of support services for individual concerns. As you ready yourselves to make the most of your student
experience here, I encourage you to take full advantage of these resources so you can begin your university
life with peace of mind. Taking the time to organize yourselves before taking your first steps into a new setting

is far more important than one might initially imagine.

Today, [ would like to share a guiding principle regarding the essence of “learning at university.” I believe this
to be the most crucial foundation for you, as newly enrolled undergraduate and graduate students.

That principle is: “Examine matters with a critical spirit.”

A university is a “center of scholarship.” First and foremost, do not overlook this core identity, and ask
yourselves what to study and how to study in your chosen field. Such self-questioning is indispensable
preparation. As you do so, I urge you to engrave deeply in your hearts the value of a “critical spirit.”

To “have a critical spirit” means refraining from accepting established theories and claims without question. It
requires pausing and observing them from a distance. Is there anything that fails to persuade you or leaves you
unconvinced? Are you overlooking certain points as though they were self-evident? By beginning with doubt,
you spark genuine, self-initiated thought. This cautious attentiveness toward your subject—your “critical
spirit”—enables you to identify problems that need to be addressed. Moreover, this process is an essential step
in reaching the answers you seek. Once you have made some progress in your studies, you should begin to
question even widely accepted theories or established findings by asking, “Is this truly so?” “Are there other
possibilities?”” Then, think for yourself, engaging both your own mental and physical energy to gain genuine
understanding. This, in fact, is the very core of “learning at university.”

Academic progress stems from a willingness to question prevailing doctrines and dogmas. When Galileo
Galilei espoused the heliocentric theory, he was challenging the common sense of an era in which the
geocentric model held sway. Through meticulous astronomical observations and experiments, he demonstrated
that science evolves based on empirical evidence. Einstein’s theory of relativity, Kant’s “Copernican
revolution,” and Nietzsche’s critique of conventional morality were all born from this initial act of doubt.
Revolutionary discoveries have always emerged by questioning the boundaries of established frameworks.

At this point, I am reminded of the motto of the Royal Society, the world’s oldest scientific society, founded
in London in 1660 to advance the study of natural science. Isaac Newton was among its earliest members.

Their Latin motto, Nullius in verba, translates to “accept no one’s word at face value.” It signifies a collective



commitment not to bow to authority but to test all claims through experiments and evidence.

This mindset, I firmly believe, is one that everyone who enters an institution of learning should adopt at the
deepest level of their being.

At the same time, if | may speak candidly, a university is not a place that rewards those who lack a critical
spirit or the commitment to genuine study and active engagement. It is easy to accept inherited knowledge
unthinkingly, and to refrain from asking questions. Moreover, one may be tempted to assemble borrowed ideas,

mistaking them for one’s own work.

In other words, to doubt and to think independently—these are challenging tasks. When that critical spirit is
directed inward, it leads to the difficult question, “Am I truly doing what is right?”” Yet I feel this sort of rigor
is an essential test for those of you who are in the process of establishing your sense of self. It is only by
grappling with this difficulty that new horizons open up, revealing a sense of self you can trust. Be aware that

anything obtained carelessly—without reflection or critical inquiry—holds little value.

As we look ahead to further developments in digital technology—especially Al—the temptation to forgo our
duty to doubt will grow ever stronger. For this very reason, the critical spirit of questioning and thinking for
oneself—symbolized by the Royal Society—remains a timeless compass, linking the dawn of modern
scholarship to a future shaped by digital progress.

To all of you who are about to begin your university life across a variety of fields: I urge you to recognize that
the essence of learning lies in a “critical spirit” and to embrace it as a foundational principle for studying at
university. Confront its inherent challenges with resolve. I also encourage you to form ties with your peers,
support one another, and engage in uninhibited discussions that will allow you to share in the rigors of learning
while relishing the joy of growing together.

Moreover, beyond your academic pursuits, I hope you will make the most of your time and environment as
students—both on and off campus—to meet people from diverse backgrounds, venture into unfamiliar places,
and seek out new experiences. Through your own sensitivity, you may find yourself astonished or deeply
moved, and the impact on you will be immeasurable. The experiences you gain during your student years will
become an invaluable source of future strength.

As I close, I sincerely hope that the days ahead will be rich with discovery for each of you and that you will
encounter something that becomes your lifelong source of support. With my warmest wishes for a fulfilling
and meaningful journey, I conclude my address.

Once again, congratulations on your admission.

April 2, 2025
Takafumi Sakai
President, Saitama University
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